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“And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. 

Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 

and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, 

lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world. Amen.” Matthew 28:18 – 20  

 

 

MARY MCLEOD BETHUNE’S 

Last Will & Testament 

 
(1875-1955) 

 

I LEAVE YOU A FAITH.  Faith is the first factor in a life devoted to service.  Without 

faith, nothing is possible.  With it, nothing is impossible.  Faith in God is the greatest power, 

but great, too, is faith in oneself.  In 50 years the faith of the American Negro in himself 

has grown immensely and is still increasing.  The measure of our progress as a race is in 

precise relation to the depth of the faith in our people held by our leaders.  Frederick 

Douglass, genius though he was, was spurred by a deep conviction that his people would 

heed his counsel and follow him to freedom.  Our greatest Negro figures have been imbued 

with faith.  Our forefathers struggled for liberty in conditions far more onerous than those 

we now face, but they never lost the faith.  Their perseverance paid rich dividends.  We 

must never forget their sufferings and their sacrifices, for they were the foundations of the 

progress of our people. 

 

I LEAVE YOU RACIAL DIGNITY.  I want Negroes to maintain their human dignity at 

all costs.  We, as Negroes, must recognize that we are the custodians as well as the heirs of 

a great civilization.  We have given something to the world as a race and for this we are 

proud and fully conscious of our place in the total picture of mankind’s development.  We 

must learn also to share and mix with all men.  We must make an effort to be less race 

conscious and more conscious of individual and human values.  I have never been sensitive 

about my complexion.  My color has never destroyed my self-respect nor has it ever caused 

me to conduct myself in such a manner as to merit the disrespect of any person.  I have not 

let my color handicap me.  Despite many crushing burdens and handicaps, I have risen 

from the cotton fields of South Carolina to found a college, administer it during its years 

of growth, become a public servant in the government of our country and a leader of 

women.  I would not exchange my color for all the wealth in the world, for had I been born 

white I might not have been able to do all that I have done or yet hope to do.  AMEN. 

         

Dr. Mary McLeod Bethune 

Published in Ebony Magazine, August, 1955 
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